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Prelude 
 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”          357 

        St. 1-2, 5-7 
 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Opening Sentences             Psalm 100; 118:24 

P This is the day that the LORD has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

C Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with 

singing! 

 

P Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are 

His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 

C Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 

 

P Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

C For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and 

His faithfulness to all generations. 

 

 
Confession & Absolution 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly 

Father. 

C Merciful Father, our Lord and King, we have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed. We have left undone those 

things we ought to have done; we have done those things we 
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ought not to have done. We have not always made Your 

kingdom of first importance in our lives. We sincerely repent 

of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in 

Jesus Christ. By the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us 

to change what is sinful in our lives that each day we may grow 

in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy 

name. 

 

P God is gracious and forgiving. He shows His kingly power in ways 

that are merciful. To each of us, our Lord says, “Fear not!” and 

promises pardon, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, I announce to you the forgiveness of all of your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Salutation & Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading        Isaiah 35:1-10 

L This is the Word of the Lord.          Pew Bible page 757 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Anthem   “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”    arr. Helgen 
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Epistle Reading            James 5:7-11 

L This is the Word of the Lord.        Pew Bible page 1291 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

We stand. 
Alleluia & Verse  

 

 

 

Holy Gospel             Matthew 11:12-15 

Pew Bible page 1037 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 11th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 
 

 

Hymn of the Day  “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 345 
 

 

Sermon   “Count It All Joy”       Pastor Michael Geml 

 

 

Anthem       “An Invitation for Advent”         Schram/arr. Nolan 
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We stand. 

Creed                  The Third Article 

P The Third Sunday in Advent is a joy-filled Sunday in which we can 

thank God for His gracious plan for our salvation and for the Holy 

Spirit, who guides our lives of faith and joins us together in the 

community of the Church. We speak the words of the Third Article 

of the Apostles’ Creed with joyful confidence: 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 

called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He 

calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 

Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 

faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all 

my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will 

raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all 

believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 

Closing Hymn   “Hark the Glad Sound”           349 
 

 

Postlude 


